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Ladies and Gentlemen, 5 o %

Welcome to the second Birmingham Convention. AS you w1ll
have noticed, I say a second Birmingham convention, because ‘six
years ago tMﬂe was another convention here, the. flrst Birmingham
convention and the first s01ence fiction convention to be; held
under the auspices of the B.S.F.A. At that time the "BUS:. ¥, A
was less than a year old and nome of the present committee even
knew of the existence of the.asgociation, and 4n faeb apart.from
myself (initiated at this historic first. B.S: F.4. convention),
none of the present convention comn lttee had any lnkllng of the
existence of the B.S.F.A. and Fandom.

Terry Jeeves, Bob Rlchardson, Ron Bennet an& Nérman'Shorrock
formed the committee for that conventi-on. ﬂXCGpt for Bob Richardson,
the rest of the committee are still w1th 18 . .

Since that time, the B.S5.F.A. has grown in numbers and in
services to its members, perhaps not fulfilling the magnificent
ideals the founders aspired to-wards as yet, but on the whole
the B.S.F.A. is a healthy organisation and a thriving concern.

Conventions have also changed and grown since that first
convention, especially grown. The changes have been in the dir-
ection of better organisation and catering toward the more science
fictionaly minded attendees, on the other hand the conventions
have retained that friendly and convivial air born of the years
when it was a proud and lonely thing to be a science fiction
reader. The friendly spirit which provades the' ‘conventions,
the traditional open arms with which old hands welcome in the
neos (tolerance is sometimes strained, I confess) i3 something f
unigue to our particular hobby and its addearance.

When my neofannish eyes beheld the first Birmingham con-
vention their was scarse fourty attendees haunting the dim
recesses of the Convention hotel, but over the years, largely due
to the B.S.F.A., this figure has increased to almost 150 people
at the last convention.
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This year it is true that the Baster convention attendance
is down but this is largely due, I believe, to the fact that
there is a world convention in London this year. No doubt, next
year the trend towards bigger conventions will again be seen.

The actual size of the convention should have no bearing
on the amount of enjoyment the attendees get from it and we,
the Brummies, the Committee and myself trust that this will
prove true once again. It would be immensley satisfying for
us here in Birmingham to succeed in putting it on and not being
too unworthy of those in former years.

Once again on behalf of the entire Birmingham Group,

WELCOME 'O THE CONVENTION.

e Ko Mo P Bhesbin,

April 1965.




Anyone rifling through my collection of colour slides would
stub his pupils on a consider.uble number of photographs SR ]
swallowing man. These slides were taken over a number of years
and show the swallowing man in a number of places: Copenhagen,
Elsinore, Sweden, Henley-on-Thames, Oxford, Trieste, Jugoslavia,
Tom Boardman's Place. Although the gestures may perhaps grow
a little obscener from year bto year, the swallowing man never
seems to grow any older or balder. It is hard to see his Tacs,
for it is usually partly concealed behind a mighty sandwich, 2
meat pie, a flaming hot pepper, or a big glass full of the 1ijuor
of the country. . R ~

The swallowing man - not to keep you in suspense any longer -
is Harry Harrison, our Guest of Honour; or perhaps it should be,
for this breezy personality, our Gust of Honour; and one of
Science Fiction's greatest and nicest personalities. We would
be here all -day if I were to list all his virtues, but there are
a few things: that must be said. Perhaps the most important is
that behind “that flaming pepper, that hamburger, that stein of
becr, lurks a shrewd intellect that has in its time covered al-
most a1l the.activities of the S.F. world. Harry makes bLhe zest
of us professionals look like a.rabble of amateurs. He entered
the field by doing illustrationg,:wes editing a couple of mag-
azines at-an incredibly carly age (thirteen, wasn't 1it, Harry?),
had his first story‘published in Damon Knight's late-lamented
magazine "Worlds Beyond" (1951), sand has since then slowly climbed
in eminence @s a writerj on the way he has written many episodes
in the stormy career ci Flash Gordon and run one of his best
novels as a serial in "Boy's World".

Although I.must admit” that Harry seemcd U0 me harsh, unjust
and imperceéptive as an.editor (honest, Harry, "Nebulid" printed
that story . later, go it can!t have been all bad), I have only
r hig fictign. Although Harry looks so much older
nifact we are,ilmost the same age, and we were both
nourished as" boys An the; GuF. of the Burly Forties, that golden
time when Clurke was stilli beginning, Heinlcin was still intel-
ligible,Sturgeon Wis still sane, van Vogt was still mad, Asimov
was still writing, Moorcock was still tetthing, and so  on. It
seems Gto me now, older and a little jaded, that only Harry still
brings into his fiction the ecnormous gusto that moved his diss
tinguished predecessors. For me, when Uinalog? came along,
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"Astounding" quietly died; and the old skill and savagery only
has resurrection when Harrison writes. He writes not like an
angel but like a demon. As the devil has all the best tunes, SO
Harry has all the best titles.. Like Graham Greene, Harry has the
knack of the true writer in inventing an absolutely incontrover-
tible title. Who has ever rivalled a labél~like "Stainless Steel
Rat"? Answer: only the author of "Deathworld", "Sense of Oblig-
ation", "The Ethical Engineer" and "Bill the Galactic Hero".

A snide remark I'd like to make is this. Wost writers of
science fiction and most fans write or read about great swag-
gering heroes hurtling through the galaxies and discomfiting,
with blaster or pungent phrase, alien and maiden alike. Yeb .
in real life, they are quiet little shy chaps who would nardly
dare think of two ways fo insult their own mothers Harry is
differcnt, When he is around, you know 1t; and Since his
presence infects me with eupnoria, T love it that way. The
swallowing man slso happens to give out all the time. He's a
good talker, a crazy Jjoker, a huge drinker, a tough traveller, a
hard worker, a great lover, & &irty esperantist, and a sack of
other things too humorous to mention. That's Harry the Galactic
Handful, and it's a wonderful idea that he has brought his mer-
curial w1fe Joan over to stop him tearing Brum apart.

Harry is such an old and revolting friend of mine that I'd

:like to end on a sentimental nove. This strange American with

Russian blood in his veins who lives in Denmark loves all that

_is most awful in Britain, eats Mexican and Tnalaa food, has

business connections with Tokyo -ard fan elubs in. Itsly, not

to mention holidays in Hungary and the Arctic Circle, is some-
thing of an international figure or I don't know one 1f I see
Oﬂe .

What I do know is that we do ourselves an honour by choos-
ing him %o be Guest of Heonour. Harry leads the field, apd 1iG
couddn !t happen to a nicer guy.

ik assrBriana s AldiEs.

March 1965.



BIAMINGHAM

On the opposite page is a map of Birminghams City Centre,
showing locations of Restaurants. They are marked on the map
as large black dots. You can find any particular restaurant
by simply comparing the black dots with the list below:

Corporation Street --—--— Star of India Restaurant.
Capnon Shrest 0 Ul e Clover and Rice Bowl Rest-
aurants.
Smallbrock Ringway o = Wimpey Bar.
Rewm Sureel . [ 00 —esees Long Johns and Lyons Rest-
, - aurants
Bull Ring (Beneath Multi :
storey Car park) = = ——=—=—- Slowboat Restaurant.
Bull Ring Centre —————— Chopsticks and Heavens -
J Bridge Restaurants.
Hurst Street L mmem——— Golden Chicken and Tung-Fong
; Restaurants.
Horsefair ———t=~=~ (Curry Centre and Bombay

Restaurants

These should be sufficient to satisfy every member, there
are many others but these are the one's most likely to be open
on Baster Sunday and Monday. Pubs are too numerous to mention
on the map and we've no doubt that many of you won't need a map
for these.

'The Midland Hotel serves excellent meals for those of you
who wish to stay in, there is also a special seca food Bar and oL
course the Hotel is Licensed.

If the Hotel Car Park is full the best Car Park is the
Multi-storey Car Park in the Bull Ring, it never closes and the
rates are extremely cheap.

caseas MW -Elges
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3-45 FRIDAY FILY SrlOW

presenis......

"FARM OF THE FUTURE"
"HOUSE OF THE FUTURE"
"CcAR OF THE FUTURE"




,. l6th APRIL.
4

BOOKING IN. TEA, AND
SUCH LIKE ACTIVITIES.

6 "8 Opm,

& =
EB—J Op‘m OF#ICIAL OPENING. MEET THE GUEST OF HONOUR.

atfon,




ShTORD .~ 17th APRIL.
. Goo2b M orniNG /

O_J@“Y"h&
| i)

TAIK BY G.H. DOHERTY.

ANOTHER TALK BY GEORGE SCITHERS.

S
A
o'

g

JQ‘JQO LIEN CH

SAVUSHGES
ANYoONE 7




SATURDAY 17th APRIL.

N Ao g,/

N THE 2 ,
RO\«J“?‘K

=

CONQUEST OF S P& C B
PLUS
WHEN WOoORLIDGS oL L LDE

Followed by Tea at approx 5.0pm.

@:m I misseD/

Fancy Dress (8.0) plus Sacrificing Virgins at

7 ( ) 18D RAOVING SATURDEY JIAET SUTMDIG . e footurdinceecese
waid
the Altar ete.




‘ 18th APRIL.

THE MORNING AFTER...

B.5.F.A.

( _J(j> ANNUAL GENERAL -MEETING
’ Followed by

DOC WEIR AWARD &
PRIZEGIVING.

12-0

GUEST OF HONOUR SPEAKS
Tisten to the Stainless Steel
Rat himself.

.
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SUNDAY 18th APRIL.
RRU/MCOR

(3

~
:*) il O TEA TIME AGAIN!

3553 N \-X\
Ly AW
°Y PANEL

OFFICIAL CLOSEDOWN.
with a last word from the Chairman.

REST OF EVENING IS LIKE, FREE MAN!

WhiT! AnoTHER
PARTY /

........... and the best of british
Luck.
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THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION

COMMITTEE

wishes you

A HAPPY CONVENTION




; SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB.

for ef of the highest standard at the lowest prices in well -
bound volumes.

Here is the current prograwme:

IN DEEP by Damon Knight WAY STATION by Clifford Simak

APRIL 1%5s for GFBC 6s. MAY 155 for SFBC Gs.

COUNTERFEIT WORLD by Daniel REVOLT IN 2100 by -Roberd
Galouye. Heinlein.

JiE. 158 for SBEBU-B&. JUIY.  16s for S8Fol 6s.

ALL THE COLOURS OF DAR&INESS. TIME AnD STARS by Poul

by Llogd Biggle. Jra Anderson.

BMUGUST 16s flor SFBC 6s5. SEPTEMBER 15s for SFBC 6s.

and in August an SFBC Optional book

THE UNPLEASANT PROFESSION OF JONATHAN HOAG
by Robert Heinlein

18s for SFBC lle+bd, post lfree

Many past SFBC titles are still in print, and the whole Readers
Union range of Optional books is now available to members of
SFBC. For full details please write to:

SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CILUB,
Membership Department,
10-13, Bedford Street,

IONDON, W.C.2.

SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB.
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ENJOY BRUNCON 2

From- the ZENITH staff;

LENITH

speculation

JUST ABGUT EVERYBODY *KNOWS RS IR R G P
that ZENITH: Speculation is Britain's answer
to the Sercon boys across the Atlantic. So

we'll hold our peace and say no more, except

Terry Jeeves,‘
Walt Willis
Archie Mercer
Beryl Henley
Doreen Parker
Pete Weston

*. Look for ZENITH in the Fanzine Room.
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(Te lephonc LIVlngs v one 4469)

\)gw Secony VD & BTIOURR f-W
 BOOKSELLERS.

_ SDECIALISTS IN. »

WEIAD - LND  FANT.STIC - FICEIDN,
SCIENTIFIC ROMANCES, GOTHIC NOVELS,
DETECTIVE GSTORI1ES,

MODERN FIGZST EDITIONS,
AND OFF-1RACK NON-FICTION.

OVER 20,000 VOLUMES IN STOCK,

EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVES :
ARKHAL HOUSE, PUBLISHERS,
SAUK CITY, WISCONSIN, U.S.A.

POSTAL BUSINESS ONLY.
CATALOGUES FREE ON REQUEST.

g 035 RORD - LON DON = l: L5




SCIENCE FICTION

at its most adventurous!

VENTURE - FANTASY

SCIENCE FICTION & SCIENCE FICTION

Ask your newsagent for copies to-day !




TOP NAMES ON THE D”BSON SF LIST

b2 b3
Robert Heinlein ‘ Alan E. Nourse
Poul Anderson Arthur Selﬂngs
Isaac Asimov Frederik Pohl
Mark Clifton Lloyd Biggle Jr
Eric Frank Russell H. L., Goiu
: * #
SPRING 1965 TITLES :
New Writings in SF 3 & 4 Edited by John Carnell
Two further volumes in this widely-welcomed series. All original
specially commissioned stories. Each 192 pp 16s net
The Weird Ones Introduced by H.L. Gold
Seven strange stories by some of the bast names. 192 pp 15s net
Sundog Brian N, Ball

A highly readable full-length novel by a new name in adult SF.
216 pp 168 net

Shield - A novel : ‘ Poul Anderson
, : 160 pp 15s net

The Old Die Rich and other Science Fiction stories H, L. Gold

A good collection of stories, but with the inclusion of the author's notes

from his working journal, this becomes a 'How to do it' for SF writers.
250 pp 18s net

Arvzlog Anthology Edited by John W, Campbell
Tor outstanding value you can scarcely do better than this 900 page
anthology of stories from Analog magazine. Originally published in the
U.S. as three separats books, it is now presented as one giant volume
{without cuts) and makes an attractive and unique collection, 30s net

4
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THE DOC WEIR MEMORIAL AVIA
is given annually to sonebody who
is considered to deserve ik,

THE FACT

that some member of +the Convention thinks that any
particular person deserves the Award is the only qualification
that a potential winner needs,

AS PAST WINNERS
of this Award, we would urge you to:

VOTE FOR THE FAN OF YOUR CHOICE

We are:
Peter H, labey, Doe Welr Memorial Award winner, 1963

Archie Mercer, Doc Weir Memorial Award winner, 1964




{ HERBERT
| JENKINS
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HArﬂY CONVENTION TO ALL FROM
ETHEL.

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AT THE LON
CON.

REMEMBER TO TAKE &N ALKASETTZER
BEFOREHAND !

"Sorry I can't be with
you this year. Hope you
all have a good bime"

TERRY JEEVES.

| G eraiea? |
: (M@ ./fws/seg%a/mzﬁt“ |




Vi QT@“’%} G @EmAﬂ@é L'TD
14 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 2

LONDON

are proud to be the

publishers of the following authors:

Kingsley Amis.
Poul Anderson.
Jim Ballard.
Algis Budrys.
Arthur C. Clarke.
Hal Clement.
Leonard Daventry.
Philip Jase Farmer.
Daniel Galouye.
Joseph Green.
James Gunn.

Harry Harrison.
hoper.Hednlein.
Zenna Henderson.
“rank Herbert.
Damon Knight.

C.lM. Kornbluth.
Judith Merril.
Walter Miller.

Frederik Pohl.
Robert Sheckley.
Clifford Simak.
Theodore Sturgeon.
William Tenn.

Kurt Vonnegut.

ok
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The Cleveland Detrolt andg Cin01nnatl fan
Vcluoq hﬂve had extensive CXOQWlanG in hostlng
worldeons: Cleveland in 1955, Detroit in 1959,
Cincinnag; in 1949. Our CUmblnad efforts shoulad
procuce é really e ckﬂtlon“l convcntlan.
If given the oppor¥inity, by being sclected
‘@s-the 1966 WorldCon hosts, |
The Con will be Held in Clevgl?nd; with
;BEQ Jeson es #he Chalrmen, 3 |
Clevélﬂné es a.staunch carly sﬁﬁﬁéfter of
Vthe rote thH hlan, and alded immens rably in its
es rWy ég@; The rotewion plen was strongly »
fupperted by the LDetroit =ng Cincinnati £Xoups,
emong others, These three crganizatiQns heve
never seriously consi@cfcd Ceviating from this
system., We will continue to back the rotction
plan,
Plezse support the rotation system and vote
Ffor TRICON -s the*l?éé Vierlc€on site,
~The TRICON Committee—

blenchard soon




REsT W isHesS

RBRUMCON

Bawnis [P achra
Dean Mec L aveniin

Lroye Bicews J’P\
Howarn De Vonra

A BT o R

THE MISEATS - COMSTITUTING THE
WORLE & LARGEST FAN CLuR®— ARE Cam-
RIWING WITH CLEVELAND AND CIMCINN AT
FANS FOR A UN\TED WORLDEON ™\D, PLEASK
I"\A\ﬁTA\N‘ THRE RG_T/—\#‘@&@ %YS_TEN\ M N
SQPPORT . ; | B

TR ON.

3 s A e o
% \WE DON'T CouNT 'EM\- WE wWEIGH 'Em)

BLANCHARD SUOM



BLANC AR I3

SDON .

/f\/ THE MEANT/IME

-
7/‘%/CO/\/ IN ?66?

. BEST WIRHES gRUMCON
Bl et N L
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BRIAN W. ALDISS

Greybeard 18s.

The Air5~pf Earth 18s.

The Dark Light Years 18s.
Barthworks 16s.

Introducing SF (Edipor) 18s

Non-Stop (Reissue May) 7s ©6d.

JAMES BLISH

A Case of Conscience 1Cs
They Shall Have Stars 1Esg
A4 Life for the Stars 15s
Farthman, Come Home 21s

A Clash of Cymbals 18s

Best SF Stories of James Blish
18s

JOHN BRUNNER

Telgpathist 18s

EDMUND COOPER
Pransit 18
EDMUND CRISPIN

(Bdited, with an Introduction
by Tdmund Crispin) i

Best SF 18s 7
Best SF Two 18s
Best SF Three 168
Best SF Féur 16s

Best SF Five 188 .. wf

CHARLES HARNESS
The Paradox Men 18s
C.M. KORNBLUTH

The Syndic 18s

CLIFFORD SIMAK

Aliéﬂs for Neighbours 18s

FABER & FABER LID 24 RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON W.Cul.
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Conventional good wishes from
Joyce, Ken, Michael &

Susie Slater.

(See you in London, too,
Maybe?)

TRIBE 'X' sends greetings to

all attendees of tne Brumcon.

..... BERYL HENLEY.
(Bditor: 'LINK'.)




GREETINGS

NEW WORLDS ;

&

—

Sclence

NEW #ORLDS SF EDITED BY MICHAEL J. MOOLKCOCK.
SCIENCE FANTASY EDITED BY KYRIL BONFIGLIOLI.

PUBLISHED LMONTHLY BY

ROBERTS & VINTER LTD.
42/44 Dock St.
LONDON, E. l.
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- New format provides essles
‘more compact reading in bedses
sesproviding you ¢an read and
you have a bed!

»eeespocket size,..read it in
your pocketseses

Money back if not entirely
satisfactorysss but be warned
;we think all your money is
=-satisf&0toxwuuo

. l Rew :meroveﬁ poorf’e reednr!

' Winner of." the ALITEN WORLDS
Osear for 19650 :

' Is you. hadr f‘allins out?
Subbers find ALIEN WORLDS'
énvelopes very handy for
keeping it moooomﬂ &

38. off this :!.ssue«

acopycfmmm!

This nagazins makw a dolicious
. mck with hot mmla-do

and under 'mgan Piérees .
(who is the Wigin Peer})

Our adim to entertain.e.
we don't, hut that's
our Bim....pl

this advert was con-

eieved during a drunken

Stupor ani should be

- read dwring one to

obtain £l advantage
(The eaitord cammot

\ (1) be held respansible)

(2 A X ) ?.90.'.‘0.'




(\MC‘}L&} AND Aac :’-’:’HN)

MEANWHILE, LET'S ALL HAVE A GREAT LITTLE CONVENTION!

o :R'a‘if Kij












Who knows, what evil lurks in the hearts of fen?

.......... The 'Shudder' knows!

HAPPY CONVENTION /

&
Prom m’&; |
@g&ﬁ; €. THE SHUDDER...




BALTIMORE IN 1967

vote on the convention floor.

Loncon members CLEVELAND IN '66!

An active, experienced organisation plans to put on an excellent w

vorldcon

in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A. in 1967 - but we need the support of sll

fandom. Mentions in fanzines, support in letters, are as good as your

JACK L. CHALKER wishes Jyou a happy Zesteredn, and with best wishes reminds

LONDON 1965

23rd World Science Fiction Convention
Mount Royal Hotel, Marble Arch,

London W.1. —

' Q\\:__f:._‘\

[

Details from

J immy Groves,
29 Lathom Road,
Bast Ham,

London B.6.

3

! et

B I
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DELTA SF FILM GROUP (movies for the Worldcon!)

wish everyone . & Birmingham

a swell Convention
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Charles Partington.
Terry Pratchett....

Roger Peytonacoses
Dorcen Parkerscees
Darrol PardoCescso
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Danna Plach&g...

Phil Rogersesecos
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Mary Reedoosssoo
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GUEST OF HONOUR
Easter 1965 Convention




